
 38 

container and some growing medium known to be non-toxic in another. Dampen the mix and sow a few 

radish seeds in each. Within two or three days germination should occur. If the test mix is toxic, root 

growth will be retarded, and this can be determined by comparing growth with the seed in the non-toxic 

mix. Severe toxicity may severely inhibit root growth or prevent germination entirely.  Radish seed is used 

because it germinates very quickly and so the test results are available within a few days.  
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